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* «+ Midwives, thc Nurſes, and other Concominats of Wedlock,, they pretend the Taxes run. 
bigh,” and that a Spouſe is #n expenſive Animat , little eonfidering thas they throw away 
more uþon their dearly beloved vanities, than wonld maintain aWife, aud baif a dozen 
Children, SE X "Es . }-- a 
Theſe art the common Topicks egainft Matrimanie 3 and yet, to behold theVanitie of 
theſe pretences, they immediatlie diſappear and vaniſh, as ſoon as 4 good Fortune comes 
in their way. Show ib: Sparks but a rich” Heireſs, or an old griping Alderman*s Daughs 
ter, and they ſoon forget Curtain letures and Cuckbldom Conſumptions and Sheltons, pins 
end caudles, Impextinance and Confinement, with the reſt of their terrible oYjeFions, Then 
' You hear not a Syllable of Libertie; but oh! what ableſſed, what a comforeable thing is 
+ a Wife), Nay, a Widdow, though paft Fiftie, and as mglie as one of the Witebes in 
Macbeth, if be has but (tore of Monie, ſhall go down as gliblie with them, « the 
'. New Oaths of Preferment at Jourt , without the leaft wry Face or remorſe of conſcienee ; 
4 \ And the vain Coxcombs think theniſelves as happie, a; if they bad gat both the [ndics 
in their poſ[: ſſion. Ss n 
But though the Laitie, not. to mince Matters, have almoſt univerſalie degenerated in 
_. this wicked Age, Tet we blifs Heaven that our Sex has ft;ll found the Benefit of the Gler- 
 gie.& that the Church men haut bee our ſureft: & bf} Priends: al! along. Had -not theſe 
. pions Gentlemen token pitie of our condition, how manit ſuperannugted Chamber-Maids 
had lain negleed, how manielangkiſhin Farmer*s Daughters gone the way of all Fleſh, 
_ _ without propagating th ir kind?Whatever Prevarieations they bave made in ather parts of 
, #be Bible,we have to our unſpeakable comfort found that they have kept content to the Text, 
. Jacreaſe and multiply; end indecd-it was but reaſonable that theſe People who are 
. every Momont txumping their Jure Divind «pon © the World, . ſhould by their own Ex. 
.' ample Joppor and countenance that ſort of Life, which'is as much Jure Divino as the | 
Priefth:od. | TOO | | , 
. . . We never queſtioned, notwithſtending the uunwearied Attempts of our adverſaries to 
. yerder Marriage contemptible ' both in their Writings and Converſation, but that Nature, 
meer Nature without any Endeavours of our-own, would: have reduced the Men long fince 
ta atrue ſenſe of their Dutie, had jt not been for the #wo following Impediments: The firſt 
.* Wine, which we that are Maids hive as 'mmeh. reaſon to complejn of, as thoſe that 
are married. "Tis a hurning ſhame, and it highWe concerns: the wiſdong of the nation to 
_ . prevent it, that the voung fellows of the Town (howtd ſcandalouſlic abandon themſelves to 
.#bg. Bottle. They ply their Glaſſer too warmlit to think of anie thing elſe ; and if the li- 
* quor bappeng to inffire them with anie kind Inclinations, the pext Street furnifoer them 
... with ſtore of eqniveniences to relieve thety Appetite. "And this hads uy to the ſecand Block in 
 , 0x way, which is the imolerable multitude of Miſtreſſes, who-v0 the great prejudice | 


\; Of the Dublick, divert the courſe of thoſe ſtreams, -which would otherwiſe run in the regs- 
/ . berChannelof ma yimunie, Ar. long as thiſe contraband Commodities are —— 
.*. carived at,” it cannot be expetted that vert\xous Women ſhould bear a good market price, of * __ 
+ that Marriage fpould fliurifh. I 1 — Fl 
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- Te would look like Aﬀedtation or Vanity in thoſe of -ourSexe,ohom the maliciousWarld ſup) =: 


poſes to be converſant in nothing elſe but Books of Receipts and Romanees, to acquaint ſoex? 

ienced and learned a Bedy as yours is, how bighly Marriage was reverenced, and how in- 
duſtriouſly cultivated by the wiſeſt Governments in the World. The Examples of Athens and 
Sparta are #00 notoriaxs to be lang inſifted wpon. - Thoſe were glorious places for ns, poor - 
Women, tolivein, a Manthere could neither be Church Warden or Conftable, nay, nor be 
concerned in the meane(#, moſt ſcoundrel Pariſh Officer, nnleſs he was married, Anold _ 
muſty Batchelor was pointed at like a Monſter, they looked upon ſuch a one to be diſaffeFed 
#0 the State, and therefore as conſtantly indited bim every Quarter Seſſion s, for letting bis © 
Talent lie unemployed, arnow we do Jacobites, and falſe Retailers of News. The ſure 
Policy ws obſerved at Rome, where the Jus trium liberorum, the Privileny of boſe 
that bad got three Children,. was one of the greateſt. -Favexrs the. Emperor could beftorw w+ 
pon 6 Subjef, and was courted with ar vigorous an Application as a Knightbood is now + 
adayes. By this. means that wiftorious City arrived to the Empire of the World ,, And we, 
if we would beat the.Prench into better manners,we muſt follow the ſame ConduB : But it 
grieves our bearts to confider that in a Chriſtian, . «nd much more in a Proteftant Conntry, 


' we are forced t0.ftir up the Charity of well diſpaſed perſous by citing, Pagan Examples - 


We therefore bumnbly Petition you, that for the increaſe of Their Majeſties Liege people, in 
whom the power and ſkrenifth of a Nation donfitte,* 3nd for the utter diſcolaragement "Cele: « 


bacy and all its wicked works, you woyld be pleaſed toenatl,. . | 
Firſt, That all men of what Duality and Degree ſoever , ſhouls be obliged to marry as 

ſoon 48 they are One and Twenty ;, and thet #boſe perſons who decline ſo doing, ſhall for 

ebeir Libertie, .as they ore pleaſed to miſcallit, pay yeorlie $0 tbe State, which we leqve.to 


your diſcretion to maky «i great ,or as litth as you think fit, on Mojetie whereof ſhall goto 


' the K ing, towards. the paz ment .of bis Armie, in Flanders, and the reft to be diftribured 
 amongft poor Houſe keepers, that bave not ſufficient to maintaintheir Wives and reſpettive 


Families. by ſuch married Officers as you ſhell nominate and appoint. 


3 Secondlie, That no Excuſe ſhall be admitted, but onlie tbat of 1atgral friglditie or im- 


potence.z which that . it may not be pretended when there is no juſt occefion for it, and 
likewiſe that impqtent perſons may not,, to the diſappointment of their 


" good, enter into 
the holy State of Matrimonie, there ſhall be erefied in gvery Cour ie in Eogland 2 Court 


- of Judioature, compoſed of half s ſcors experienced Matrons or Midwives, who by a writ 


de martiali ſupetteCtile jnſpicien ia, may fſunmon or cauſe to be ſummoned, all juch 
People as pretend.the abovementioned E xeuſe, or are juſtlie ſuſpeGed thereof. Et 
Thirdlie, Since it is found by. experience 1bat the generalitie of Young-men, are ſuch I- 
dolaters of the Bottle, and that Wine is #be moſt powerful Rival which tbe Ladies have 
reaſon 0 be jealous of, that no perſon whatſover ſhall be priviledged to enter a Tavern who 
i,n0t married, under pain of baving bis Wig and gilt Snuff; box confiſented Toties Quocies 
Fourtblie, That euerie Poet , or pretenger to be # Poet, or any onethat has bired a Poe 

to write anie Play, Satyr, Song or Lampoon, to the derogation of the Matrimonial State, 
-'! be obliged to marrie befire Lad y- Day next enſuing, and to make 9 ſolemn Recan- 

: oof tation 
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Vie pane ſie Gizend by the baiids of rwelvþ Cite e'Clergie'| Men's Winer, .av nh ry, * 
entities Day: © os - inyr5 MM & | 
Liftlie, That 0 Srevent the grievis Mubitaier of, "and frequent reſotns to Miſer adi = Wu 
NS Herbte, everie Perfon of Dpalitie pretending 10'keep's: Mifr; after the eommiencing of this . 
; A ſhall be. enjoined-rin order to bit Jogh PMnimnent,. ro krep a Regiment of *FooFfov --, 
Majefties Service upon*tho Rbine'," or in caſe be chutſer to dirband ber, to diſuſe of bib- © 2. + 
p 7? Pra to bis Footman "and Grim, "aid allow themtherewith to ſe up a Coffe-honſe.-- 7 
And: 4 for the lnferigr * Batlots,, all Juſtices of Deces ours mace halle exzcmte the wy. FH} 
#painſt them... _ 6: 8 
4k bs r ehus moſt noble Patriots aid open our Grivances brfore you,we doubt not buy. + 
Yep will FE # Anal care to redreſs them, could you condeſeend:fo low as todebate nbyus © 7 
the making Rivers Wye". and Lug navigable, ent wit! you not endeavour as mueb ur in  ' Þ 
Js lier to gntic theMale-ſtreams.with the Fetnal * 'Coufd you' think it worth the  \; 
bile to take care of. PENIS bf. Wes 1r," tht draining of the _ and the camverts oþ 
Ing an Dafturet phnna willy pou no. murh + enconr ap "eb þ propagation- E--- | 
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